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RACING AND WAGERING WESTERN AUSTRALIA BILL 2003 
Committee 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.  The Chairman of Committees (Hon George Cash) in the Chair; 
Hon Nick Griffiths (Minister for Racing and Gaming) in charge of the Bill.   

Postponed clause 105:  Allocation of RWWA’s funds before 1 August 2005 - 
Debate was interrupted after an amendment had been moved by Hon John Fischer  

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I moved the amendment because of the concern I had about the continuity of the Country 
Racing Association.  During the break, I took the opportunity to speak with both the minister and Mr Barry 
Sargeant who assured me that under the circumstances if both associations do not agree on the distribution 
format of the 28.09 per cent, nothing will be allocated to either group.  Unless the CRA agrees to a change, the 
distribution will remain the same.  That explanation is satisfactory; therefore, I seek leave to withdraw my 
amendment.   

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I move -  

Page 68, line 26 - To insert after “RWWA” - 

based on existing distribution and reflecting an agreed performance criteria 

The amendment is intended to provide that the committee will distribute the balance of the funds based on an 
incentive scheme.  I believe the money would be distributed on the basis of existing percentages.  In other words, 
if one code fulfilled an incentive formula, its increase would be a proportion of what it currently receives.  
Harness or thoroughbred racing could distribute part of that money to provincial or country clubs under the 
direction of the board with the performance criteria.   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The honourable member wishes to tie an amount in excess of $50 million.  The 
amendment is opposed.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  The Opposition does not support this amendment because it is contrary to the idea of the 
$50 million base with discretion over and above the$50 million base.   

Amendment put and negatived.   

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

Schedule 1 - 
Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I seek clarification of a couple of points relating to schedule 1.  I refer to page 84 of the 
Bill.  Clause 5(5)(a) of the schedule states that five directors constitute a quorum.  In view of the previous 
changes that the Committee has made to the composition of the board - the full board now has eight members - 
will this clause require a Clerk’s amendment or will it need to be changed at this point?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  If the number of members required to constitute a quorum is to be changed, that could 
not be done by way of a Clerk’s amendment; it would have to be done by an amendment to the schedule.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Is the minister comfortable with five members of the new board of eight constituting a 
quorum, or does he want to adjust the number accordingly?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Five members out of eight seems reasonable.  I am comfortable with five.  If problems 
emerge, the matter will be brought back to Parliament very quickly.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  If the minister is comfortable, I am comfortable.  The other point on which I seek 
clarification is whether the chairman of the board has a deliberative and a casting vote, or just a deliberative vote, 
or just a casting vote.   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The chairman has a deliberative and a casting vote.   

Schedule put and passed.   

Schedules 2 and 3 put and passed.   

Title put and passed. 

Bill reported with amendments. 
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The CHAIRMAN:  I note that the House must still deal with part of clause 105.  No doubt the minister will 
invite the House to consider recommittal of that clause in a few moments.  It is not all over just yet.   
 


